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Introduction

The tetrazolium test (TZT) has been developed and 

improved since the early years of the 20th century; initially 

for determining seed viability. With the development of its 

methodology it has also been used to evaluate seed vigour of 

different seed species:

üGrain crops

üForage crops

üHorticultural crops

üForrest species: native, 

exotic and commercial

üOrnamental and 

medicinal species



Brief history



1869:Johann Friedrich Nobbeestablished the first seed 

testing station in Tharandt , Saxony in 1869; he also 

published the first Rules for Seed Sampling and Testing.


