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List of members

Can be
improved

to the very
active 
members

New chair JL Laffont

Alphabetic
order



May 10th ISTA statistics committee 3

method validation/ comparative tests
On request by committees (SHC, VAR, 

TEZ, MOI…) STA help in planning 
experiments, analyse data, draw
conclusions
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STA GMO TF
STA has supported the work of the GMO TF on rules, 

rules, proficiency testing, performance data 
evaluation, accreditation of laboratories

Performance data evaluation documents 
available on ISTA web site
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Uncertainty
Upon request by ISTA 

laboratories, in cunjuction with
ISO 17025 accreditation.

The enquiry made by ISTA on 
uncertainty was reviewed

ECOM asked STA to establish a position 
paper on uncertainty in ISTA.

This position paper is presented at ordinary
meeting 2007
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Method Validation Program
STA has made comments on all MVP 

versions, from the first dedicated to 
seed health, to the current version

STA has provided simple statistics
annexes for the MVP document and can
add/improve in the future
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Workshops, seminars
• Argentina, Buenos aeres
• Turkey, Izmir
• Germany, Hohenheim
• USA, Ames
• Brasil, Iguaçu
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ISTA Seminar on Statistics
The 8th ISTA Seminar on Statistics

is going to be held 

from 22 to 26 September 2008 

at Naktuinbouw in the Netherlands
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Tools 
Successive versions of  Seedcalc
6 -> 7 -> 8 according to actual needs
Stat. programs for ISTA secretariat

and PT committee (PT evaluation)
For ISTA secretariat and GMO TF 

(Proficiency test,  Performance 
data evaluation)

Repeatabilty/reproducibilty for 
binomial data (will complement
ISO 5725-2 tool for measured data)
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Suggested terms of reference 2007-2010
Tolerance tables: STA committee 

suggests to work with ISTA 
secretariat and Technical 
committees to define a process 
which will allow to check on a 
regular basis if tolerance tables 
are still appropriate to the 
current situation in laboratories. 
The way to obtain tolerance 
tables would also be formally 
(re)described.

1963

1984
2001
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Suggested terms of reference 2007-2010

Proficiency tests: STA suggests 
continuing improvements on the 
statistical evaluation of existing 
proficiency tests, and help to 
install proficiency tests in areas 
where none are in place.

ISTA Secretariat

Arrows indicate where most of the work of STA occured
in the past 3 years

STA is available where it’s help is needed, could be
Seed Health and other committees in next period
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Method validation program: 
STA suggests reviewing 
the MVP document and 
improving it where 
necessary on statistics 
parts. STA suggest to 
help in defining per type 
of test, with each 
technical committee, how 
to implement method 
validation program in an 
efficient way with respect 
to defining testing plans 
and evaluating data.

We selected simple 
features to help, 

STA can do more,

Use only what is
needed on the specific
situation
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Some topics
of special
interest, in 
cases where
statistical
computations 
will be
perfomed

STA can also
help to 
confirm :

no statistical
computation 
is required
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Help to technical committees and ISTA 
secretariat : STA suggests to continue 
supporting technical committees, upon 
their request, on any matter where 
technical committees think STA can 
help.

Education: STA suggests to continue to 
organise workshops and seminars on 
statistics. The aim is to be fitted for 
actual needs on one hand, and to be 
understandable to people willing to apply 
the concepts and tools suggested by STA 
on the other hand. STA also suggests to 
continue to develop and to publish on the 
ISTA website free statistical software. Target actual needs
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STA committee
Internal work

Stacked genes
Uncertainty
Tolerances
Repeatability with non normal data
Test design
GLM 
R
Bayesian
…

Anticipation of demands or needs

<=>be ready when question is
decided as of importance, and 
decided to be dealt within ISTA
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