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WelcomeWelcome to to thethe

Accreditation SessionAccreditation Session
- April 2005 -



ProjectsProjects and and taskstasks in 2004in 2004

Organising repeat and new accreditation audits
-> (40 audits in 2004, 23 scheduled in 2005)

Updating and releasing of new accreditation related documents

Participating in discussions with regard to accreditation of 
laboratories testing seed lots containing GMO

Replying to questions in accreditation and Rules related matters

AuditAudit ProgrammeProgramme
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ProjectsProjects and and taskstasks in 2004 (in 2004 (contcont.).)

Proficiency Proficiency Test ProgrammeTest Programme

Programming data base for the accreditation department incl. 
PT data

Identifying participants of proficiency test rounds

Dispatching and evaluating of test rounds

Reporting of test results according revised rating system

Preparing associated documents

Updating the website with latest PT information
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AccreditationAccreditation figuresfigures
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Regional Regional distributiondistribution of of the accredited laboratoriesthe accredited laboratories

Up to Up to DecemberDecember 20042004
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DocumentDocument UpdateUpdate

Acc-D-01-Procedures for Termination, Suspension and Withdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation, Version 2.0

Acc-D-03-Complaints and Appeals Procedure, Version 1.0

Acc-G-05-Instructions for responding to audit findings, Version 1.0
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DefinitionsDefinitions

TerminationTermination:: voluntarily by the accredited laboratory any voluntarily by the accredited laboratory any time time or when or when 
accreditation period accreditation period has has ended without application for ended without application for rere--accreditationaccreditation..

Suspension:Suspension: temporary ban fortemporary ban for a a defined perioddefined period of time of time preventing the preventing the 
laboratory from making uselaboratory from making use of of the accreditationthe accreditation. Laboratory . Laboratory may actmay act in in 
order to order to avoid withdrawalavoid withdrawal of of accreditationaccreditation..

WithdrawalWithdrawal:: accreditationaccreditation of a of a laboratory ends before thelaboratory ends before the end of end of the the 
accreditation period or followingaccreditation period or following a rea re--accreditation assessment that does accreditation assessment that does 
not resultnot result in in continued accreditationcontinued accreditation..
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Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0



Voluntary Voluntary Suspension:Suspension:

•• Exceptional circumstances temporarily prevent the laboratory froExceptional circumstances temporarily prevent the laboratory from m 
complying with accreditation criteriacomplying with accreditation criteria. . 

•• Participation Participation in in the Proficiency the Proficiency Test Programme Test Programme during suspension period during suspension period 
is voluntaryis voluntary..
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Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0

SuspensionSuspension



... ... unpaidunpaid feesfees

•• Annual membership Annual membership and/and/or accreditation suscription feeor accreditation suscription fee

•• Fee Fee for the audit visitfor the audit visit

ISTA Ordinary Meeting 2005 - Accreditation Meeting

Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0

SuspensionSuspension duedue to...to...



... ... proficiency proficiency test test performance below minimum standardperformance below minimum standard

•• Overall BMP Overall BMP within six within six test test rounds rounds of of mandatory participationmandatory participation

•• Failure Failure to to participate participate in in two two of of the the last last six mandatory six mandatory test test roundsrounds
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Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0

SuspensionSuspension duedue to...to...



...... criticalcritical nonnon--conformity with the conformity with the ISTA Accreditation StandardISTA Accreditation Standard

•• Immediate Immediate suspension as suspension as a a result result of of observations during observations during a rea re--
accreditation auditaccreditation audit

•• Failure Failure to to report report on on corrective actioncorrective action ((timelytimely andand appropriatelyappropriately))
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Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0

SuspensionSuspension duedue to...to...



... ... changes changes in in the laboratorythe laboratory

•• If If an an accredited laboratory cannot demonstrate that significant accredited laboratory cannot demonstrate that significant 
changes changes in in the laboratorythe laboratory‘s ‘s ownershipownership, , managementmanagement, , equipment or key equipment or key 
personnel have personnel have no no adverse influence adverse influence on on the technical competencethe technical competence..
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Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0

SuspensionSuspension duedue to...to...



Decisions Decisions on on suspensions are made by the suspensions are made by the ISTA ISTA Executive CommitteeExecutive Committee..

A A notification is sent notification is sent to to the laboratory indicating the the laboratory indicating the date of date of beginning beginning 
and end of and end of the suspension periodthe suspension period
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Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0

NotificationNotification



Notification that laboratory again complies with accreditation Notification that laboratory again complies with accreditation criteriacriteria..

Payment Payment of of feesfees

Satisfactory proficiency Satisfactory proficiency test test performanceperformance

Reporting on Reporting on appropriate corrective action pertaining appropriate corrective action pertaining to nonto non--
conformitiesconformities

Giving evidence that the significant changes Giving evidence that the significant changes in in ownershipownership, , 
managementmanagement, , equipment or key personnel have equipment or key personnel have no no adverse effect adverse effect on on the the 
technical competencetechnical competence..
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Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0

ReRe--instatinginstating ofof accreditationaccreditation



... ... unprofessional practiceunprofessional practice

•• If there is evidence that the laboratory If there is evidence that the laboratory has has wilfully taken action which wilfully taken action which 
call into question the credibility call into question the credibility of of the results producedthe results produced..
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Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0

Withdrawal dueWithdrawal due to...to...



... ... expiration expiration of of the suspension periodthe suspension period

•• If accreditation could not be If accreditation could not be rere--instated by the instated by the end of end of the suspension the suspension 
periodperiod, , accreditation accreditation will will be withdrawnbe withdrawn..
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Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0

Withdrawal dueWithdrawal due to...to...



Appeal Appeal against suspension or withdrawalagainst suspension or withdrawal

PublicationPublication ofof withdrawalwithdrawal ofof accreditationaccreditation

ReRe--application for accreditationapplication for accreditation
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Procedures for TerminationProcedures for Termination, Suspension and , Suspension and WithdrawalWithdrawal
of ISTA Accreditation of ISTA Accreditation Version 2.0Version 2.0



Appeals and Appeals and Complaints ProcedureComplaints Procedure Version 1.0Version 1.0

Suggestions to improve any aspect of the accreditation programmeSuggestions to improve any aspect of the accreditation programme of of 
ISTA may be proposed by any interested party.ISTA may be proposed by any interested party.
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Appeals and Appeals and Complaints ProcedureComplaints Procedure Version 1.0Version 1.0
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Appeals Appeals against suspension against suspension and/and/or withdrawal or withdrawal of of accreditationaccreditation

Formal appeal be filed within 30 days of receiving the notice oFormal appeal be filed within 30 days of receiving the notice on n 
suspension/withdrawal of accreditation.suspension/withdrawal of accreditation.

Appeals are dealt with by the Executive Committee or an appointAppeals are dealt with by the Executive Committee or an appointed ed 
panelpanel

Decision of the Executive Committee shall be communicated in Decision of the Executive Committee shall be communicated in 
writing.writing.

ISTA shall not be liable to an accredited organisations arisingISTA shall not be liable to an accredited organisations arising from or from or 
incidental to the suspension or withdrawal.incidental to the suspension or withdrawal.

If appeal is not upheld, the organisation which made the appealIf appeal is not upheld, the organisation which made the appeal is is 
liable for any costs incurred.liable for any costs incurred.
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Appeals and Appeals and Complaints ProcedureComplaints Procedure Version 1.0Version 1.0



How How to to report report to to audit findingsaudit findings Version 1.0Version 1.0

Timing Timing 

Reference to the audit finding (i.e. audit detail report numberReference to the audit finding (i.e. audit detail report number) shall ) shall 
be madebe made

Explanation on the corrective action procedure as appropriateExplanation on the corrective action procedure as appropriate

Objective evidenceObjective evidence

Highlighting of changes madeHighlighting of changes made

LanguageLanguage

ReportingReporting
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Projects for the next yearProjects for the next year

Preparing for accrediting laboratories testing GM seed

Continously improving internal working procedures

Applying revised in-round rating system on other seed 
determination.

Finalising PT data base

Cooperation with Statistics Committee to evaluate Purity 
test results 

AuditAudit ProgrammeProgramme

ProficiencyProficiency Test ProgrammeTest Programme

ISTA Ordinary Meeting 2005 - Accreditation Meeting



Thank you for your attentionThank you for your attention!!


